Wisdom and Destiny

being to offer to his destiny all that
can be offered to the destiny of man?
And indeed we had far better leave be-
hind us work unfinished than life itself
incomplete. It is good to be indifferent
to vain or idle pleasures; but we have
no right almost voluntarily to neglect
the most important chances of indis-
pensable happiness. The soul that is
unhappy may have within it cause for
noble regret. To look largely on the sad-
ness of one's life is to make essay, in the
darkness, of the wings that shall one day
enable us to soar high above this sadness.
Effort was lacking, perhaps, in Emily
Bronte's life. In her soul there was
wealth of passion and freedom and daring,
but in her life timidity, silence, inertness,
conventions, and prejudice; the very things
that in thought she despised. This is the
history often of the too-meditative soul.
But it is difficult to pass judgment on an
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